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Revelation 12:7-12 

7 And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought 

back, 8 but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown 

down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to 

the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, “Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our 

comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 But they have conquered him by 

the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 12 

Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down 

to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 

 

For those of you who do not know this little fact about me, I am in my second year of teaching 6th – 8th grade Faith 

Formation at Messiah Lutheran School, in Fairview Park. When I saw the reading assigned for today, I finally understood 

the feeling that many of my students have when I give them an assignment. I was immediately transported back to my 

own early teenage years, where I looked at a reading and thought, “Great, now I have to figure out how to answer this 

problem.” 

If you are into cool, if slightly dark and violent imagery, then this reading is right up your alley. It seems as if it’s taken 

right out of a Hollywood action movie. We have warrior angels, a dragon that is actually the Devil, and fallen angels. 

There is an epic battle, and the good angels defeat the Devil, casting him and his woeful followers down to earth. 

For me, it is not really my cup of Scripture. Do not get me wrong, I love a good battle, especially when the good side 

wins. However, I have never really given too much credence or thought to the idea that God had to battle to secure the 

victory of heaven. Instead, I have tended to view God as God Almighty, meaning there is no one greater, or more 

powerful than God. Thus, to claim that God needs to win a fight in order to maintain control over creation, implies that 

God is not always in control of creation. 

I have no doubt regarding God’s supremacy, but that is in part because I never believed that God’s supremacy was in 

doubt. I guess my thoughts on this reading are as follows: If you believe that God has retained dominance over existence 

due to a battle won by God’s angels, then may this reading give you comfort; if you believe that this reading was meant 

to provide comfort to first century Christians, that the powers of Rome were not victorious over the power of God, then 

may this reading give you comfort; if you believe that this was an interesting story to read today, but it doesn’t 

necessarily impact your view of God’s sovereignty, then may this reading give you comfort. Let there be no lingering 

question, no matter how you read it, God is the ruler of heaven and earth. 


