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Matthew 9:9-13 
9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he 
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and 
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but 
sinners.” 

 
 
Actually, we don’t know if Matthew was wealthy. But we do know that he was a tax collector, and we 
know that for Jews tax collectors were in the same class as sinners. And sinners were viewed as those 
who violated the familial or community welfare. So wealthy, or not, Matthew, whose name in Hebrew 
means ‘gift of the Lord,’ was certainly not considered a gift to the Jewish community. Whether he 
volunteered or was ‘volunteered’ to work with the Romans, Matthew was seen as one who had betrayed 
his people.  
 
Imagine what it might be like to be in Matthew’s sandals. Day after day he was collecting taxes from 
people who resented his presence and purpose. In fact, they resented him. If he had a family, they might 
have been embarrassed to be seen with him. If he were wealthy, people would assume it was from 
money that belonged in their purses. 
 
By this time, the news about Jesus had spread through Judea. Word was out (pun intended) that Jesus 
might be the Messiah, and he was quite the Rabbi. His teachings were amazing (think of the Beatitudes), 
and he had healed a number of people, cast out demons, and even told a paralytic his sins were forgiven. 
Matthew may have been wondering what it might be like to meet Jesus. Would Jesus welcome him or 
turn away? Was a tax collector too far gone for Jesus? 
 
And then there comes Jesus. And he is standing in front of Matthew. “Follow me.” I picture Matthew 
standing up so quickly that he knocks over his table and coins scatter. Matthew no longer cares. He is 
going with Jesus.  
 
The good news for us is that Jesus invites us to follow him, too. Jesus seeks us out and makes us part of 
his crew. Whatever we have done, whatever sins we have committed, whatever pain we have known, 
Jesus will gather us in. So, let us be like Matthew and follow Jesus. And throw a party. 


