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Isaiah 51:17-23 

Rouse yourself, rouse yourself! 

   Stand up, O Jerusalem, 

you who have drunk at the hand of the LORD 

   the cup of his wrath, 

who have drunk to the dregs 

   the bowl of staggering. 

There is no one to guide her 

   among all the children she has borne; 

there is no one to take her by the hand 

   among all the children she has brought up. 

These two things have befallen you 

   —who will grieve with you?— 

devastation and destruction, famine and sword— 

   who will comfort you? 

Your children have fainted, 

   they lie at the head of every street 

   like an antelope in a net; 

they are full of the wrath of the LORD, 

   the rebuke of your God. 

Therefore hear this, you who are wounded, 

   who are drunk, but not with wine: 

Thus says your Sovereign, the LORD, 

   your God who pleads the cause of his people: 

See, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; 

you shall drink no more 

   from the bowl of my wrath. 

And I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, 

   who have said to you, 

   ‘Bow down, that we may walk on you’; 

and you have made your back like the ground 

   and like the street for them to walk on. 

 

 



As I read this text it made me think about the very real yearning we have as humans to 

make sense out of senseless tragedy.  

 

The author of Second Isaiah new tragedy well—writing during the period of Babylonian 

exile when the Jewish people had been forced to leave their homes and were deported to 

Babylonia for decades. It was a time of what seemed to be infinite despair. God’s people 

felt like they had been abandoned by God and were unable to worship in the ways they 

could before: “How can we sing the songs of the Lord in a foreign land?” (Psalm 137:4).   

 

This particular set of verses from Isaiah is vivid with images of despair. Verse 17 

addresses those “who have drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of his wrath, who have 

drunk to the dregs the bowl of staggering.” People throughout the ages have tried to make 

sense out of the senseless tragedy they experience…whether they cite the cause as 

“God’s wrath” or “God’s plan” or something else. Have you heard these kinds of 

explanations before?  

 

But we do not worship a God of wrath, nor do we worship a God who inflicts harm. And 

furthermore, we do not worship a God of trite or easy answers. I like the way ELCA 

Pastor Tim Brown phrases it. He says, “We put our hope in the God who doesn’t make 

sense out of senselessness, doesn’t answer the “why” questions with some cliché or 

moralism. Those seem wise to the world, but that’s foolishness to God. God’s wisdom 

says to the world, “I refuse to make sense out of senselessness. Instead, I 

make resurrection.”1  

 

God is not the cause of the tragedies we experience, but rather, God takes what terrible 

devastation or destruction we are facing and brings forth resurrection—new life—

somehow, someway through it. God is always “pleading the cause of God’s people,” 

reaching out with love and redemption and mercy at every turn. Transforming our 

mourning into dancing, and replacing our grief with joy (psalm 30:11).   

 

So, rouse yourself, child of God! Hear this reminder that the author of the universe has 

created and formed you and is always at work taking that cup of staggering you hold in 

your hand—whatever shape and form that it may be taking in your life today—and 

transforming into something new…as only God can do. Amen.   

 

Suggested Hymn: Arise, Your Light has Come (ELW 314) 

                                              
1 https://reluctantxtian.com/author/tjbrow/  
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