
Today’s devotion was written by Rev. Becki Verbridge, Interim Pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran 

Church, Elyria. 

 

O God, you are my God, and I long for you. My whole being desires you; like a dry, worn-out, 

and waterless land, my soul is thirsty for you. Let me see you in the sanctuary; let me see how 

mighty and glorious you are. Your constant love is better than life itself, and so I will praise you. 

I will give you thanks as long as I live; I will raise my hands to you in prayer. My soul will feast 

and be satisfied, and I will sing glad songs of praise to you. (Psalm 63:1-5 GNT) 

 

Tradition has it that today’s psalm was written by David when he was fleeing King Saul. Although 

contemporary commentators dispute his authorship, the psalm certainly describes the desperation 

of someone trying to outrun would-be assassins. 

 

The writer expresses his longing to be back in the sanctuary – that safe and sacred place - where 

he worships God. 

 

Many of us can relate. These months of pandemic have prevented many of us from worshiping in 

the spaces we consider most sacred. We long to be physically gathered with our communities of 

faith, singing and praying together with one voice in one place, receiving the strength and comfort 

worship in our church sanctuaries brings.  

 

Despite his longing to be back in the sanctuary, the writer realizes that God’s love is not limited to 

a physical space: 

 

As I lie in bed, I remember you; all night long I think of you, because you have always been my 

help. In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. I cling to you, and your hand keeps me safe. 

(Psalm 63:6-8 GNT) 

 

The shadow of God’s wings will provide sanctuary for this psalmist always and everywhere! May 

we come to know the same. 

 

Pastor Becki 

 

As the deer pants for the water so my soul longs after you. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
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