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Matthew 24:1-14     Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to 
call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one 
stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount 
of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what 
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 
6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 
9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 
each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the 
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will 
be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 

 
 

What foreboding! What a sense of doom! Jesus was a real kill-joy in his comments to the disciples 
about the Temple in Jerusalem. Here they were in the capital city for the joyful celebration of 
Passover, admiring the strength and grandeur of the center of the sacrificial system of their religion 
…and Jesus predicts its complete destruction. 
 
Yet Jesus was right. The Temple was completely leveled by the Roman army in 70 AD as a 
consequence of a Jewish revolt. When Matthew wrote his Gospel, the Temple had already been 
destroyed, symbolizing the reality that everything in this world will pass away, no matter how enduring 
it seems to be. 
 
When the disciples ask Jesus for “a sign” of the end of the age, his answer describes very present, 
ordinary, and frightening things: wars and rumors of wars, nations rising up against nations and 
kingdoms against kingdoms, famines and earthquakes in various places. It sounds like the nightly     
6 o’clock news.  
 
Every generation of Christians has been able to see these signs in their lives. We all live in the midst 
of signs that this world, the existence to which we cling to tightly, is passing away. This world as we 
know it, though created “good” by God, is not in the final stage of its redemption. It awaits the fullness 
of redemption and restoration when Christ is fully revealed, when the kingdom of heaven and the 
kingdom of earth are one. 
 
“But the one who endures to the end will be saved,” promises Jesus in verse 13. Putting our faith in 
Christ, knowing it was his death/destruction that ultimately destroys sin and death, is what gives us 
hope and confidence for the future. No matter what “signs” we see. No matter what we face in this 
world. No matter when “the end” comes…or “our end” comes. The word of Jesus’ love endures. 
 
Gracious and ever-loving God, give us strength for endurance even during times of conflict, 
persecution, fear and uncertainty. May the word of Jesus dwell in our hearts and give us hope. Amen. 


