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A Word for Friday the 13th 
 

1 Then this message came to me from the LORD:  
2 “Son of man, this is what the Sovereign LORD says to Israel: 

“The end is here! 
Wherever you look— 

east, west, north, or south— 
your land is finished. 
3 No hope remains, 

for I will unleash my anger against you. 
I will call you to account 

for all your detestable sins. 
4 I will turn my eyes away and show no pity. 
I will repay you for all your detestable sins. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD. 
5 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 

Disaster after disaster 
is coming your way! 

6 The end has come. 
It has finally arrived. 

Your final doom is waiting! 
7 O people of Israel, the day of your destruction is dawning. 

The time has come; the day of trouble is near. 
Shouts of anguish will be heard on the mountains, 

not shouts of joy. 
8 Soon I will pour out my fury on you 
and unleash my anger against you. 

I will call you to account 
for all your detestable sins. 

9 I will turn my eyes away and show no pity. 
I will repay you for all your detestable sins. 
Then you will know that it is I, the LORD, 

who is striking the blow. 
Ezekiel 7: 1-9 (New Living Translation) 

 
Can bad news be good news?  The 7th chapter of Ezekiel is a collection of three poems 
proclaiming judgement to the nation of Judah.  The daily lectionary reading (above) contains the 
first two of these.  Each of them ends with a similar phrase, “Then you will know that I am the 
LORD” (v.4), “Then you will know that it is I, the LORD, who is striking the blow.” (v. 9) and 
“Then they will know that I am the LORD.” (v. 27).  What will confirm to the nation, and finally to 
her neighbors, the sovereignty of God?  The disaster that befalls the nation will be the sign of 
God’s attention and activity.  Can such bad news actually be good news? 
 
The third poem in this sequence makes the point that what the nation will suffer, defeat and 
exile, is actually the natural result of it’s own disobedience.  The bad news is a self inflicted 
wound. The king and the prince will stand helpless, weeping in despair, and the people’s hands 



 

 

will tremble with fear. I will bring on them the evil they have done to others, and they will receive 
the punishment they so richly deserve. (Ezekiel 7: 27) 
 
There is nothing pleasant about reaping those negative rewards from seeds we ourselves have 
been so busy planting.  However, the idea that God is aware of this harvest may give us pause, 
if we allow ourselves to open the eyes of faith and see the promise that even in our suffering 
and trials, God has not abandoned us.  As Christians we know, and when bad news invades our 
lives need to remember, that resurrection is not possible without a preceding death.  Absolution 
washes over us with it’s cleansing flood after we confess our sin.  The relief of healing is never 
experienced without the pain of the earlier disease.  Throughout the whole of life, the bad and 
the good, God is present and active.   
 
It is easy to acknowledge God when all is going well.  It takes faith with deeper roots to 
acknowledge God when all is going wrong.  However in such moments of despair, 
disappointment and suffering it is possible to say, now I know that God is the LORD. This truth 
was captured by the late Fr. Henri Nouwen who reminded us that “the cup of suffering can 
become the cup of joy”.  May God grant you faith when your hand holds either cup. 
 
Sovereign Lord, even when the lessons of life are difficult, give us the grace needed to learn 
how deeply you care about us.  Even when you allow us to harvest bitter fruit, enable us to 
accept our dying, knowing that resurrection will follow.  Amen. 
 
 
 


