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Numbers 11:4-9  

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We 
remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the 
garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color was like the color of gum resin. The people went around and 
gathered it, ground it in mills or beat it in mortars, then boiled it in pots and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the 
taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna would fall with it. 

 

With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm the Lord brought his suffering people out of slavery in Egypt into freedom…but 

it doesn’t quite look like or feel like what the Israelites had hoped for. In fact, they are quite hungry; not only for a more 

varied diet, but also for the comforts of what they left behind.  

 

With deep longing they remember the way things were (and isn’t it interesting that they fail to mention they were enslaved?). 

They remember the fish, the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic…all the good things they enjoyed when they 

were back in Egypt.  

 

Human beings often crave that which is familiar. Wandering the wilderness is inherently disorienting and unfamiliar. It’s very 

difficult, and it can make one want to turn back and run in the opposite direction back to what once was…even if there might 

be something ahead that’s even more promising than before. 

 

Do you long for what once was? 

 

As a person of faith and a leader in the church, it’s been helpful to me to think about this time of pandemic as a time of 

wandering in the wilderness. The church no longer enjoys many of the familiar comforts we once did…or at least not in the 

same way. However, we also find ourselves in an incredible time of opportunity for re-shaping, re-forming, and re-vitalizing 

who we are as God’s faithful people in this time and place as we face this “next normal” together. And because change is 

always coming, there will always be a “next normal,” which means there will always be times when we feel like we are 

wandering in the wilderness in an unknown land.  

 

But the good news that we hear in Numbers is that God always provides. This passage graciously reminds us that God is 

with us and God will provide for us, and God will make a way when it seems like there is no way. We are invited to boldly 

abandon our “back-to-Egypt” tendencies and lean into this new thing that God is up to, fully trusting that God will resource 

us with what we need.  

 

It reminds me of what stewardship author Charles Lane says, “God has already provided us with all the resources we need 

to accomplish the mission to which God is calling us.” 

 

The church is in a challenging, wilderness time, but we trust that God is in the midst of it. God is leading and providing into a 

new promised future, even if it may look and feel different than what we are used to. And so we pray, “Lord…refresh us; oh, 

refresh us, traveling through this wilderness” (from the 1st verse of Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing, ELW 545).  

 

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” sung by Grosse Pointe Memorial Church Virtual Choir in true rising-to-the-occasion-

during-a-pandemic fashion, posted on July 11, 2020: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGzMd1i92Io  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGzMd1i92Io

