
DAILY DEVOTIONAL  for  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020 

 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end.  

34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.  

35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.  

36 Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain.  

37 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways.  

38 Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear you.  

39 Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good.  

40 See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life. 

          Psalm 119:33-40 

 

Psalm 119 is well known in the psalter as the longest, 176 verses. And the vast majority of these 

verses contain a reference to torah, the law, the commandments, the statues, the ordinances, the 

precepts, the decrees….(there are 8 different synonym used in this psalm)….given by God, the way 

that leads to life.  

 

Child psychologists say that along with unconditional love, physical/intellectual stimulation, and basic 

necessities (food, shelter, etc.) kids most need firm boundaries. They need to learn what is safe and 

what is not, what is healthy and what is not, what is good and what is not, what is loving and what is 

not. A child who grows up without consistent rules has a difficult time learning how to be an adult in 

the world. The task of adolescence is to push back against these boundaries to differentiate him or 

herself from parents and other authority figures. Sometimes the pushing is painful for everyone (ask a 

teenager or her parents!), but if there are no boundaries, there is no growth or development. 

 

The writer of this psalm knows the importance, the promise of God’s good boundaries, that are 

codified in the torah. These are not rules to control our behavior or take away our fun. They are an 

invitation to life.  These are the boundaries that promote health, safety, security, community, gratitude 

and right relationships for all of God’s people.  

 

This is the way of joyful living – free from distractions, selfish impulses, and negative consequences. 

This is the way of God’s righteousness. 

 

“If you don’t know where you are going, any road will get you there,” says the Cheshire Cat in Alice in 

Wonderland. Or as Yogi Bera put it, “If you don’t know where you are going, you might end up 

someplace else.” 

 

The way to joy, the road to justice and peace, is the path of God’s commandments (verse 35). These 

are the boundaries that promise abundant life, and (verse 40) worth longing for. 

 

Gracious and ever-loving God, your commandments are a gift to us, boundaries that enable us to 

grow and learn righteous living. Help us to honor and keep them, and when we fail, to know you are 

with us on the way to forgive, strengthen and encourage. Amen. 
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