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29Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened, 

 and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven 

will be shaken. 30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 'the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

heaven' with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, 

and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32From 

the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.    

Matthew 24: 29-35 

 No one likes talking about the end of the world. But, for the past few weeks, as we 

approach the end of the liturgical year, we begin talking about when Christ will come again 

and the end of this earthly life. The liturgical calendar is designed this way, I believe to 

prepare us for what comes next…the season of Advent and the ultimately the birth of Jesus 

Christ. 

 But before we get to Advent, we must be prepared for a wait. As I said in my sermon 

last week, during this time of COVID, you may be thinking, Noooo! We have waited enough! 

We had to wait during quarantine. We’ve had to wait to shop at the proper safe time at our 

grocery stores. We’ve had to wait for stores to restock on Clorox wipes and toilet paper.  And 

we all had to wait for the official election results. You may be saying, “I just can’t imagine 

doing anymore waiting”! 

So what does being prepared for Christ look like? For starters, what we must to do is 

avoid assuming that we have enough- enough knowledge, faith, love, etc. Often times, we 

think that we are ready for things when we are not. We may be physically ready but maybe 

not spiritually or mentally. 

Over the next few weeks, some of us may be preparing for family meals for 

Thanksgiving. Thanks to COVID, I won’t be celebrating Thanksgiving with my family this year.  

We all have decided to be safe and protect, largely, my mom, that it is best for all of us to 

wait. While it is difficult for us all, we decided that maybe we may be doing something online 

on Thanksgiving Day.  

Waiting can be tough. Waiting can cause lots of emotions. Waiting isn’t all that fun, but 

through the work of the Holy Spirit, we possess all the strength we need to wait for the coming 

of Christ. According to this text, it may be a noisy day with lots of clouds! Even still, we should 

prepare.  Prepare our hearts. Prepare our minds. Prepare our souls. For when Christ does 

come, we are to be ready.  Ready for what?  Whatever the Son of man commands! Until then, 

may we be moved by the Holy Spirit to possess the ability make ready for whatever may 

come.  Amen. 

 


