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5Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their 

strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the 

parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7Blessed are those who trust in the 

LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by 

the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it 

is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.     Jeremiah 17: 5-18 

 

Refrain: Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and hope 

beyond our sorrow. 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; Spirit of all 

comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

2 In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, give us all your vision, God of 

love.  Refrain 

 

I love this Marty Haugen hymn. It is one of my favorites. Healing can take many different forms. For 

many, there may be some wounds that never seem to heal. The ones that lie too deep for words. The 

ones that cause continual pain.  I am always sad to hear about those who are hurt by the church, and 

yet it still happens too often. Every time I hear about it, I am reminded that the church isn’t perfect and 

can never be- as every church is filled with broken people.  Jeremiah 17:7-8 Reminds me that no 

matter what is happening  or coming my way, I will not be knocked down. I can feel the arrows of 

doubt and disbelief trying to penetrate my heart to shake me up, but I sense a strong fortress, 

like iron, protecting me.  With each trial I go through, the Lord changes me and strengthens me.  I 

love Romans 5:3-4 (NLT) We can rejoice when we run into problems and trials because we know 

they develop endurance within us, this endurance develops strength of character, this strength of 

character strengthens our confident hope of salvation, and this hope of salvation does not lead to 

disappointment because we know God loves us because He has given us His Holy Spirit to fill our 

hearts with His love. 

   It is easy to get shaken up when we hear bad news or doom ahead- finances, the what if’s. It’s truly 

amazing to know that the Lord has protected me during this time. I know He has a strong fortress 

around me as I trust in Him. He has put a strong fortress of protection around my heart and mind and 

that is how He has made me unshakable for he is the healer of every ill.  

 

Always a servant of Christ, 

PR 

 


