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22So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's household; and Joseph lived one hundred ten years. 23Joseph 

saw Ephraim's children of the third generation; the children of Machir son of Manasseh were also born on 

Joseph's knees. 24Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die; but God will surely come to you, and bring 

you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 25So Joseph made the 

Israelites swear, saying, "When God comes to you, you shall carry up my bones from here." 26And Joseph died, 

being one hundred ten years old; he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.    Genesis 50: 22-26 

Joseph was a man who had developed a godly mindset that carried him through the many trials in his life. 

He had been badly mistreated by his own family, as well as by others whom he had not wronged. He spent the 

better part of his twenties in an Egyptian dungeon, separated from his father, not knowing if he would ever see him 

again. Yet in spite of all these trials, he could say to his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good” 

(Gen. 50:20). He knew that even though his brothers hated him at the time and were trying to get rid of him, behind 

them it was God who was at work, sending Joseph to Egypt for God’s sovereign purposes (Gen. 45:5, 7, 8). Joseph’s 

trust in the sovereign goodness of God carried him through these terrible trials with a joyful spirit, free from bitterness 

and complaining. That same mindset will help us bear up under trials.  

A mistaken idea, widely promoted in Christian circles, is that all trials are from the devil and that a good God 

would never send trials to His children. So when we are hit by a trial, whether sickness or a difficult person or a 

financial setback, we are supposed to rebuke the devil and claim our victory by faith. If we don’t experience fairly 

rapid deliverance, then our faith may be defective. I believe that this is a faulty paradigm for facing trials. We need 

to see that in this fallen world, there are many evil people who will seek to harm you. Often, as with Joseph, these 

evil people are close family members. In Joseph’s case, his half brothers hated him and would have killed him had 

not the slave traders providentially come by at just the right moment. 

What is even more galling, often the family members who mistreated you seem to be doing quite well in 

life. Genesis 38 shows how Judah, who had suggested selling Joseph into slavery, was doing quite well even though 

he was so far from God that he didn’t hesitate to go in to what he thought was a harlot for a moment’s pleasure. He 

had his pagan friends and seemed to be enjoying life, all the while that Joseph was grinding out an existence as a 

slave in a foreign country. 

You have to keep in mind as you work through Joseph’s story that at the time he was suffering, Joseph didn’t 

know how the story would turn out. He didn’t know yet that if he just held on for a few years, God would raise him 

up as second to Pharaoh. But it is clear that he knew one thing for certain, that God is sovereign, even over the evil 

things people do (45:5, 7, 8; 50:20). Joseph’s trust in the sovereign God carried him through many bleak days in the 

dungeon. 

Let me clarify that trusting in God’s sovereignty does not mean that you must passively endure the situation. 

If you are being badly mistreated at work or at school, you may need to take some action to deal with it. What I’m 

saying is that there is great comfort for the believer in knowing that, however difficult your situation, the sovereign 

God is still in control. The devil is not in control; evil people are not in control; God is in control. 
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