
Daily Devotion for Wednesday November 4, 2020 
 
I’m writing this devotion shortly before Election Day, knowing it’s to be published the day after. 
Like everything else in 2020, this year’s election is more difficult and complicated. And the 
stakes are multiplied by the division of “sides” throughout our political system. We’ll be vastly 
relieved when the election is over – except for the chance that the final results won’t be known 
right away, and that one “side” or the other will vehemently protest the results when they come. 
 
Into this situation speaks one of the daily lectionary choices for today: Proverbs 16:21-33. Part 
of a long section (chapters 10-22) that fit under the heading “Proverbs of Solomon,” the sayings 
in and around chapter 16 have to do with the relationship between God and rulers. I’ll highlight a 
few verses here, but I encourage you to sit down and skim through Proverbs 16 for yourself, 
and let each verse inform your thinking about what leadership means to us as Americans and 
as people of God. Each verse can be thought of as its own little bit of wisdom, or advice, or “life 
lesson.” A few examples: 

The plans of the mind belong to mortals, but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. (16:1) 
Inspired decisions are on the lips of a king; his mouth does not sin in judgment. (16:10) 
The wise of heart is called perceptive, and pleasant speech increases persuasiveness. (16:21) 
Scoundrels concoct evil, and their speech is like a scorching fire. (16:27) 
A perverse person spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. (16:28) 
The violent entice their neighbors, and lead them in a way that is not good. (16:29) 

 
Some of these sound like nightmare headlines from today’s election news! Others sound like 
lofty dreams for world leadership. The book of Proverbs tends to have a plain, black-and-white 
view of the world, dividing between good and evil, wise and foolish. So what does it say about 
our world, and ourselves, when words like these, written thousands of years ago, make us think 
immediately of our preferred candidate, or of “the other guy?” 
 
Long ago, a Bible professor pointed out to my class that when one group of people is portrayed 
in scripture as purely good or purely evil, the most useful point is to learn something about 
goodness itself or evil itself, not necessarily to demonize or idealize the human beings involved. 
We humans all have the capacity for goodness and wisdom, being created in God’s image and 
instructed by God’s word. But we also all have the capacity for evil, loving comfort and control 
for ourselves and being easily tempted to take advantage of others.  
 
In Proverbs 16, I find it healing and relieving to try not to use these proverbs as a weapon 
against the “other side.” Instead, I can use them as descriptions and guides for myself. What 
might I do or say, that would be a clue that I’m giving in to the temptations of evil? What words 
or actions might I strive for, to express God’s wisdom and goodness? And I find grace in the 
final proverb of this chapter: 

The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the LORD’s alone. (16:33) 
 
God of goodness and wisdom, as a long and bitter election season comes to an end, we thank 
you that we are able to vote to influence our own rulers and future. And we thank you much 
more for being the One who guides us forward with love and truth. Help us to be less caught up 
in our human political “sides,” and more and more committed to being by your side in everything 
we say and do. Grant healing and understanding and collaboration, that everyone influenced by 
our leaders’ authority might move closer to unity and abundant life in you. Amen. 
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