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Psalm 92 

Thanksgiving for Vindication 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath Day. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

   to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

   and your faithfulness by night, 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 

   to the melody of the lyre. 

For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 

   at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

How great are your works, O Lord! 

   Your thoughts are very deep! 

The dullard cannot know, 

   the stupid cannot understand this: 

though the wicked sprout like grass 

   and all evildoers flourish, 

they are doomed to destruction for ever, 

   but you, O Lord, are on high for ever. 

For your enemies, O Lord, 

   for your enemies shall perish; 

   all evildoers shall be scattered. 

But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; 

   you have poured over me fresh oil. 

My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies; 

   my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 

   and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the house of the Lord; 

   they flourish in the courts of our God. 

In old age they still produce fruit; 

   they are always green and full of sap, 

showing that the Lord is upright; 

   he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

 

I will confess that poetry has never been my favorite form of literature. I especially dislike non-rhyming, non-rhythmic 

poetry. So, for many years, I ignored the psalms. I failed to see the beauty in them, and I certainly missed the important 

proclamation about God’s grace. Beyond Psalm 23 and Psalm 121, I saw no great value to the psalms.   



Bit by bit my mind was changed. A dear friend of mine who loved the psalms would read a passage to me and her 

excitement was contagious. I began to see the psalms in a new light. Another friend showed me the value of memorizing 

particular verses in the psalms, and that brought new appreciation. 

The titles of psalms became intriguing. Psalm 92 is titled Thanksgiving after Vindication. Additional instructions inform 

us it was intended for the Sabbath. Imagine this being used as an entrance into worship after a difficult battle or war. 

Imagine using this when we can finally declare COVID 19 to be a thing of the past! When might you want to give thanks 

for vindication in your life? 

The Lutheran Study Bible invites us to reflect on verse 12: “What makes a person righteous in God’s sight? If we are left 

to ourselves, we are not righteous, or made right with God. Righteousness is not something inside of us, but something 

God does for us.”  

The good news for us is that because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, God gives us Christ’s righteousness. Isn’t 

that grand! Today, consider how you are living a righteous life in response to God’s gift of grace. 

Creator God, you have planted your word in our hearts that you might gather the harvest of justice. Root us so firmly in 

your love that we may always flourish, yielding the fruits of the Spirit from youth to old age; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.  (ELW prayer 537) 


